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LLOCAL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

The best in custom blinds and window coverings
Blinds

Budget

®

Free In-Home Consultation!
Shutters • Wood Blinds • Honeycomb

Roller/Solar Shades • Roman Shades • Vertical Blinds
Woven Woods and Much More!

www.budgetblinds.com

Call Today! 706-745-0009

706-781-3015 • 417 Blue Ridge Street
Book Online at www.vagaro.com/salontru
Susan Anderson • Glory McGinn

Lindsey Gaylord • Sarah Jane Serra
Valorie Carter • Sasha Valorie Carter • Sasha V Watson

Located in Blairsville, GA
706-781-1423

WAZOO! Quilting
Longarm Quilting
Commission Quilts
Quilt Restoration

Quick Turn Around 

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the 

Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm • Sat 9am-4pm • Closed Sun

568 Blue Ridge St. • Blairsville, GA
706-835-1209FREE

DELIVERY!

Declare your financial
independence. Call today.

Member SIPC

Flip Varney
Financial AdvisorFinancial Advisor
.

178 Bracketts Way Suite 2178 Bracketts Way Suite 2
Blairsville, GA 30512Blairsville, GA 30512
706-835-1385
www.edwardjones.comwww.edwardjones.com

Serving Towns, Union & Clay Counties
blueridgepaintingservices.com

706-970-1409

SAVE 20%
on Interior Repainting
if you Reserve before December 15th

Give a special gift to the horse 
enthusiasts in your life

Save 20% on gift 
certificates over $70 

Mention this Ad ~ Reservations Required  
Cannot be combined with other offers 

Book a 1 hour ride in 
December for $25 (cash)  

$28 credit card 

Offer Expires 12/24/2016 

Guided Horseback Rides 
Holiday Special and Gift Certificates 

Call 706-745-5252 

 www.TrackrockStables.com 

706•400•2988706•400•2988

* All loans subject to our liberal credit policy 
and limitations, if an

* All loans subjec
and limitations, if an

* All loans subjec
y. 1st Franklin Finan-

edit policy 
anklin Finan-

edit policy 

cial  Corporation, NMLSR#141654, Georgia 
y.

cial  Corporation, NMLSR#141654, Georgia 
y.

Residential Mortgage Licensee #5656.
cial  Corporation, NMLSR#141654, Georgia 
Residential Mortgage Licensee #5656.
cial  Corporation, NMLSR#141654, Georgia 

We
Make
Loans.Loans.s..

417 Blue Ridge Street, Suite I
BLAIRSVILLE

 706-745-6111
www.1ffc.com

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

Press Only Garments • Shirts & Laundry Service
Hydrocarbon Dry Cleaning • Comforters - Beddings - Drapery

Leather & Suede Cleaning • Wet Cleaning
Wash, Dry & Fold • Alternations

Wedding Gown Cleaning & Preservation
Special Applique Garments • Fire, Water, and Mildew

Restoration Cleaning • Clothing Storage Available Available A
37 Hunt Martin Street, Blairsville • 706-745-1976

221 S Main Street, Hiawassee • 706-896-8580

NOW OPENNOW OPEN

706-896-0051
Debra D. Spaulding
Hearing Instrument Specialist

411D HIGHWAY 515 • IGHWAY 515 • IGHWAY BLAIRSVILLE, GA

Southeast GeothermalSoutheast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

706-745-8685
1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.

www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

 
 
 
 

Art Gallery * Pottery Studio * Art Classes 

563 Gainesville Hwy…1 mile south of town 

Blairsville GA 30512 

(706) 835-1257 

www.OliveTreeArtCentre.com 

Art Centre 

Downtown
A to ZWe Have

Everything From...

Monday - Saturday 9:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
536 Bell Creek Road, Hiawassee (next to Fred’s)

1290 Townsend Mill Road, Young Harris

706-896-2869

PLACE YOUR
AD HERE!

Advertise with other 
Local Business here in 

the Blairsville area!
Contact Derek Richards

706-994-8973
or 706-745-6343

Hearing Tests - Evaluations - Consults 

Let us service your hearing devices 
in our state of the art hearing lab!

Call us today 706-835-9213
Hearing Solutions of North Georgia

63 Plott Street, Unit D, Blairsville, GA
(Located next to Chick-fil-A on Hwy. 515)

Proudly serving the community and tri-state area since 2000

6224 US Hwy. 76, Young Harris, GA6224 US Hwy. 76, Young Harris, GA
Next to Brothers Restaurant • 706-994-0402 • 706-781-7226Next to Brothers Restaurant • 706-994-0402 • 706-781-7226Next to Brothers Restaurant • 706-994-0402 • 706-781-7226Next to Brothers Restaurant • 706-994-0402 • 706-781-7226

Handmade Rustic Furniture, Gif ts,

“Y“Y

RESTAURANT, IncRESTAURANT, Inc
Nani’sNani’s

s!s!

Tues-Thur 11-7

Van Marcell
211 Syrup Mill Branch Road, 

Morganton, GA

706-455-2632
Primepainting11@gmail.com

Painting, Staining
Pressure Washing

FREE ESTIMATES!FREE ESTIMATES!

Men's, Women's Men's, Women's Men's, Women's Men's, Women's Men's, Women's Men's, Women's Men's, Women's Men's, Women's Men's, Women's Men's, Women's Men's, Women's Men's, Women's Men's, Women's 
& Children's & Children's & Children's & Children's & Children's 
Available.Available.Available.Available.Available.Available.Available.Available.Available.Available.Available.Available.

www.facebook.com/nelsonsace.blairsvillewww.facebook.com/nelsonsace.blairsvillewww.facebook.com/nelsonsace.blairsvillewww.facebook.com/nelsonsace.blairsville

NELSON’S ACENELSON’S ACENELSON’S ACENELSON’S ACENELSON’S ACENELSON’S ACENELSON’S ACENELSON’S ACENELSON’S ACENELSON’S ACENELSON’S ACENELSON’S ACENELSON’S ACENELSON’S ACENELSON’S ACE
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Agriscience...from Page 1A

buildings of many neighboring 
school districts.

Coming in at a cost of 
more than $4 million, the 
Agriscience Center was paid 
for with SPLOST funds, and 
was thus a voter-approved 
initiative backed by a majority 
of residents in the county.

The recently completed 
facility has been in the works 
for several years now, with 
the land having been acquired 
and designs approved under 
the guidance of former Union 
County Schools Superintendent 
Gary Steppe, who retired at the 
end of the 2015-2016 school 
year.

And Dr. Fred Rayfield, 
who took over as superintendent 
of Union County Schools in 
July, is excited for everyone to 
come out and see what the new 
center has to offer.

No t  on ly  w i l l  t he 
center serve as a learning 
place for students, it will also 
be available for districtwide 
shows and competitions to be 
held year-round.

Looking back a few 

years,  while waiting for 
construction of the main 
building to begin, the students 
of the Union County Future 
Farmers of America made 
like farmers and started taking 
advantage of the many acres of 

land on the property.
Since that time, FFA 

students have grown countless 
crops on the land, such as 
a highly successful yield of 
soybeans, and several tons of 
corn that they shelled and sold 

at their latest Blue & Gold 
Auction (though they still have 
about five wagonloads of corn 
to work through).

In the past three years, 
they have worked together to 
clear the creek running through 
the property, and to clear the 

grazing area for the cattle they 
plan to raise upon the land.

Mov ing  on  t o  t he 
recently completed building, 
there is nothing but excitement 
awaiting students, as well as 
future visitors from outside 
the county.

The building features a 
big front porch with ceiling 
fans and plans for rocking 
chairs, and just inside is a 
brightly lit arena complete with 
a roomy concessions area, to 
be utilized during auctions or 
really any other function the 
school has in mind.

There is a wide-open 
central part of the building 
where fully mobile animal 
pens can be slotted or removed, 
so as to make space for a 
livestock show or perhaps even 
a school dance.

Many will  love the 
animal wash racks, which 
will no doubt make it easy to 
prepare animals for auction or 
competition debut.

There’s also a special 
place in the back of the 
main building for show hogs 
and market hog projects, 
and the air movement and 
environment from that area can 
be controlled remotely from 

other locations.
Also on the property, 

Frank Riley with the Chestatee-
Chattahoochee RC&D Council 
not too long ago went into an 
open field and installed what’s 
known as a hoop house, which 
can extend a crop’s growing 
season.

All in all and after 
three longs years, when the 
facility opens on Monday, the 
community will be able to see 
what a fine new asset it has at 
its disposal, and what a unique 
learning tool the Agriscience 
Center will be for students of 
the county and beyond.

As for Union County 
FFA Advisor John Clark Pettit, 
he said he’s proud of how his 
students have bought into the 
vision and reality of farming 
and agriculture in the North 
Georgia Mountains.

“We’ve had a lot of 
people asking, when’s this 
coming – is this really coming, 
is this really going to happen?” 
said Pettit. “When they finally 
broke ground, I felt a sense 
of satisfaction, because once 
they broke ground, everything 
we visualized and ran through 
our minds – here it is starting 
to happen.”

This is a view from the designated grazing area located nearby the Union County Schools 
Agriscience Center, pictured here in the bottom right corner.

Union County School's new Agriscience Center




